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The future of the Natura 2000 Network

Natura 2000 network: a tool to protect biodiversity in the EU

Nature and biodiversity are included as a top priority on the Sixth Environmental Action Plan (EAP), ‘Environment 2010: Our Future, Our Choice’, which sets out the EU's environmental policy agenda until 2012. 

The EU Sustainable Development Strategy establishes as a priority halting the loss of biodiversity in the EU by 2010.  
At the international level: during the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, world leaders committed themselves to significantly reducing global biodiversity loss by 2010.

The 1992 Habitats Directive aims to protect wildlife species and their habitats. Each Member State is required to identify sites of European importance and to put in place a special management plan to protect them, combining long-term preservation with economic and social activities, as part of a sustainable development strategy. These sites, together with those of the Birds Directive, make up the Natura 2000 network – the cornerstone of EU nature protection policy. In the EU-15 the Natura 2000 network was comprising more than 18 000 sites, covering over 17% of EU-15 territory, and was due to be completed in 2004. 

With the enlargement of the EU to include the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, Cyprus and Malta  new opportunities and challenges for the  EU’s nature and biodiversity efforts appear. The new Member States will significantly increase the land area of the EU, covering many unspoiled landscapes, forests, parks and wetlands and so increasing the Community’s biodiversity. Ensuring the protection of its rich biodiversity will require both funds and policies to protect and maintain nature from risks such as land fragmentation or loos of habitats as results of new infrastructure and urban development. 

Existing funding of the Natura 2000 Network

On this funding period till the end of 2006, the Natura 2000 network  is co-financed through the Commission’s LIFE programme (LIFE-Nature) and other Community finance instruments. 
LIFE-Nature has as a specific objective  to contribute to the implementation of Community nature protection legislation: the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive, and in particular to the establishment of the Natura 2000 Network .
Key challenges 

With the network nearing completion, the key challenge is now to ensure designation of proposed sites, and the development and implementation of effective management regimes. 
There are numerous case studies that show that, taking into account  careful planning and management, these areas can contribute to economic, social and environmental objectives, providing through tourism, recreation, ecologically friendly forestry and agriculture, important employment opportunities in rural areas. 
The European Commission identify as key challenges:

· complete, designate, finance and ensure effective, management of the Natura 2000 network by 2010 (2012 for marine sites);

· strengthen coherence and connectivity of the network
;

· expand the network to candidate countries;

· expand the species action plan approach where appropriate;

· strengthen support for priority sites and species in those Outermost Regions which are not addressed by the nature directives;

Funding for the future

The future management of the Natura 2000 Network poses the questions of  funding needs and actors. 

The European Commission estimates that the total cost of managing Natura 2000 is around EUR 6.1 billion per year. 
The management of biodiversity and Natura 2000 can be financed through the Structural Funds and the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) as well as through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). The EAFRD focuses on land managers as beneficiaries, thus its potential lies on supporting specific land management practices. 
As foreseen in the Commission Communication on Financing Natura 2000
 and subsequent proposals and legislation related to the Financial Perspectives, the Commission sees the bulk of Community financing for Natura 2000 coming from the Rural Development
 and Structural Funds. 

Such funding is recognition that this network is a critical resource for rural development which needs support if the economic, social and environmental potentials are to be fully realised.  

Member States and competent authorities interested in financing the management of biodiversity, e.g. through Natura 2000 or High Natural Value (HNV) farming systems, can consider:
· management agreements (agri-environment and forest-environment) with farmers and foresters to ensure the maintenance (and adaptation where necessary) of HNV Systems;
· compensating for costs incurred and income foregone resulting from restrictions in Natura 2000 areas;
· on-farm investments which enhance the public amenity value of a Natura 2000 area or other high nature value area;

· the drawing-up of protection and management plans relating to Natura 2000 sites and other places of high natural value; 
· environmental awareness actions and 
· investments associated with maintenance, restoration and upgrading of the natural heritage and with the development of high nature value sites.

The maximum annual Natura 2000 payment is EURO 200/ha UAA (Utilised Agricultural Area). However an initial payment of  EUR 500 can be granted for a period not exceeding five years to cover costs incurred and income foregone. These amounts may be increased in exceptional cases taking account of specific circumstances to be justified in the Regional Development Plans.

More information

European Commission web page on Nature and Biodiversity:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/nature/
At national level from national or regional agencies or departments responsible for nature conservation

We will keep you informed on latest developments
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� Provided for in Habitats Art 10 and Birds Art x(?) – and for which broad acceptance at Nature Directors meeting Oct05 of necessity for further work on this


� French Departements Outre-Mers (DOM) – ie. French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Reunion, Martinique 


� COM(2004)431final


� For Rural Development. see COM(2004)490final, COM(2005)304 final, Council Regulation 1698/2005; for Cohesion policy, see COM(2005)0299 and proposals for new Structural Funds Regulations COM(2005) 492-496final.


� Rural Development Environmental Programming Guidelines, WWF, LUPG and SNM. � HYPERLINK "http://www.snm.nl/docs/101220051129106387.pdf" �http://www.snm.nl/docs/101220051129106387.pdf� 
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